“"But They Said They Were Sorry”:
Veterinarians’ reasons for not reporting animal abuse*
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Introduction:
e\/eterinarians have the opportunity to intervene in cases of animal abuse yet many fail to report abuse.

Objectives:

eTo explore how veterinarians make decisions regarding animal welfare. The project did not examine abuse
specifically however participants expressed concerns regarding their experiences with animal abuse.

Method:

eOpen-ended interviews with 41 veterinarians practicing in Western Canada
e[nterviews were audio taped, transcribed and analysed with QRS N6
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e\/eterinarians viewed favorably clients exhibiting concern for the animal
or remorse for the abuse

eSome veterinarians viewed reporting abuse as punitive to the client rather than a
means of protecting the animal
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* For the purposes of this research, animal abuse 1s defined as instances on significant sub-optimal care including non-accidental injury and neglect of severe medical illnesses or injuries. gan@ S



