Letter to Member of Parliament

Dear Member of Parliament:


Canada’s current animal cruelty law was originally drafted in 1892.  While other less developed countries have since updated their animal cruelty laws, Canada’s laws have remained virtually unchanged from their original form.  It is imperative that we modify this law and close the gaping loopholes that allow animal abusers to escape prosecution.  This is not an ‘animal rights’ issue; it is about protecting animals from criminal animal cruelty.  Current legislation – even with increased fines and penalties – allows many perpetrators of crimes against animals to escape prosecution.  Our communities need a law to address this heinous form of violence in our society.


Several Bills have been presented over the past eight years to amend the animal cruelty sections of the Criminal Code.  In 2003, Bill C-50 was introduced and received support from all parties of the House of Commons, and the vast majority of Canadians.  This support includes animal protection groups, animal industry groups such as farmers and trappers and animal researchers.  Unfortunately, the Senate did not pass this Bill.

In December 2006 the Senate passed Bill S-213, a private member’s Bill tabled by Senator Bryden.  This Bill makes no changes to the archaic and inadequate legislation, but only increases the penalties.  In effect, if this Bill passes through Parliament, we will be stuck with the same flawed 1892 legislation simply adjusted for inflation.  This is simply NOT good enough and the House of Commons must stop this Bill.  As a constituent in your riding, I am asking you NOT to support Bill S-213 and instead, ask the government to introduce meaningful legislation that will properly protect animals from cruelty and abuse.  There is no point increasing penalties when heinous acts of animal cruelty will continue to go unpunished.


I urge you to take a strong stand against animal cruelty – a horrific form of violence in our society that needs to be stopped.  I look forward to your response on this important issue.

Sincerely,
